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o Total 14 participants from

Tokyo, Kanagawa, Saitama, and
Chiba including two interna-
tional cydlists, Emi & Dylan,
enjoyed the JCN's “Tour de My
Town, Chiba”. Here is their

voice.
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“CYCLE BETWEEN RICE FIELDS IN CHIBA?”

Riders cycled through fields of tea trees (left) and rice fields (right) in Wakaba-ku, Chiba City.
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The JCN’s “Tour de My Town, Chiba™ took place in Wakaba-ku, Chiba City, on Sunday, January 20,
2008. The group gathered at the La Park shopping center in front of Chishirodai station, the east end
terminal of the Chiba Urban Monorail line, at 10:00 am and started cycling at 10:30, came back to
where started at 2:30 pm right on time.
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1. THE FIRST IMPRESSION =TIl F45 DM

(Contributed by Emi & Dylan) In Japan the cycler and two Japanese on the supply crew very
first impression is very important. So one might late (and apologetic) foreigners facing the task of
think that we were in for a rough day, when we catching up with the lead group (the punctual
registered the night before and we were an hour majority) who had left over an hour earlier!

and a half late (train troubles | promise, Nihongo  After customary introductions, bows and some
wakanai, sumimasen). | hope | don'talso needto  chocolate energizer treats, we were on our way!
mention that Japanese are very punctual to add
to this horrendous example of not getting off on

Once we caught up with the punctual majority of the

group however, tides quickly changed. We were
the right foot. So, there we were, one Japanese
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THE FIRST IMPRESSION(CONT’D

greeted with smiles and our apologies were dis-
missed with jovial laughter. And off we set for a
wonderful ride through quiet and peaceful country
roads (take me home...) of Chiba's rice fields.

Before we knew it we were breaking for lunch-
a.k.a Japan Cycle half time report- where great
conversations were had, and new friends were
made. We were particularly awestruck by the won-
derful array of food being unpacked at the table
next to us. The

meal belonged to a large family, of which three of
our cycling group members belonged. Three gen-
erations cycling side by side, and three families
following in a car cheering them on the whole way.
The youngest cycler, Akane (kawaii trooper), 7
years old and was a bundle of inspiration- thanks
for the hiragana lesson Akane!

The rest of the ride flew by- geese, old samurai
restaurants, peace parks, rice fields- and in Japa-
nese style, smooth and right on schedule. 30 km
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later, we were back at the starting point, glowing
with sweat and sporting huge smiles. We said
goodbye to one of the cyclists embarking on an-
other 30 km ride back to Funabashi, while the rest
of us crowded into a little coffee shop to de-brief.

What an incredible journey with incredible people.
Many of them, we will be seeing again soon, for
more cycling, fun, and even to hit the slopes snow-
boarding.

We are eagerly awaiting the next event- it can't
come soon enough. We promise we won't be late!

Peace and Bicycle Grease,

Emi and Dylan
January 2008
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Hi Emi & Dylan,

Thank you for your contribution of precise
account of the event!

And as the organizer of the event, | am very
pleased to know that you enjoyed it and
found some local friends.

We will start working on the next event. So
keep in touch.

Looking forward to meeting you at the next
event hopefully with some more international
friends.

Cheers,

Eiichi “Ed” Watanabe

FUTURE EVENTS

JCN One Day Tour
“Tour de My Town, Kanagawa”
Sunday, May 25, 2008
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Please visit JCN web site for details.
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Thank you very much for your posting!
We hope you introduce our site to your
friends.

And hope we can see you at the next cycle
event with many of your friends.

I can see you at the next event on snow

though. @

Hideo Tomita
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JCN is an OFFICAL SUPPORTER of Japan
Cycling Association (JCA), and plans to
support JCA events in 2008. For more infor-
mation, please contact JCN.
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Emi (left) and Dylan (right) hold-
ing bicycles after finishing the
ride, in front of the La Park shop-
ping center, Chishirodai, Wakaba
-ku, Chiba City.
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Once we caught up, however,
tides quickly changed. We were
greeted with smiles and our
apologies were dismissed with
jovial laughter. And off we set for
a wonderful ride through quiet and
peaceful country roads (take me
home...) of Chiba's rice fields.
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Akane Tajima, 7 years old, who
finished entire course with her
father (left) and grandfather (not
shown), was the heroin of the
event.
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“My first cycling experience
riding on such a cool bicycle!”
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I respect the organizer
for their enthusiasm and
effort put into to create
the 30km-course
without traffic.
Moreover, it is amazing
that timing for lunch
time and biological

break were perfect.
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FEMRBANEICT
At the Ciba City’s Izumi
Nature Park
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At the Chiba City's
Izumi Nature Park.
14 riders plus Mr.
Tajima’s family.
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RlIcBAGREZENLESELNTLESA, Riders were not bothered by
traffic to cycle between rice

(Ri®) fields.
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